
 

May 20, 2020 

Dear Antioch Family, 

It has been a very challenging spring for us all, but I am thankful for the many blessings that 
God has bestowed upon us during this season of isolation, and hopeful for better days to come. 
Thank you for your patience with us as we have travailed some uncharted territory with the 
online streaming of our services. We have learned some valuable lessons and have 
acknowledged the effectiveness of this media to reach many who are unable to attend in 
person. In light of this fact, we will continue to live stream our services on a weekly basis. We 
believe this will continue to serve as the primary means for worship for many of you who are in 
high-risk groups, are less safe, or simply uncomfortable being around crowds. We completely 
understand and encourage you to continue to join us online or via DVD. If you have not been 
tuning in to our Wednesday night services but would like to you may find us on our Facebook 
Group “Wednesday Nights at Antioch”. This is a private group, which allows us to share prayer 
requests and other church related announcements. If you desire to join us, simply request to be 
added to the group and an administrator will do so.  

Now, on to our plan for gathering together this Sunday and moving forward. The Deacons and I 
have been working to develop a plan to ensure the safety of our members and guests for the 
past month. In order for us to gather safely, and to accommodate everyone, it will require some 
flexibility, patience, and cooperation on everyone’s part. Things will be different, but we believe 
we can still achieve a spirit of fellowship and worship in our services. Below is our plan for 
achieving this. 

• There will be two services (8:30 & 11:00) to accomplish a smaller and therefore safer 
gathering (100 per service upstairs max). To achieve crowd control, church members 
will be assigned a time to worship based upon their last name alphabetically. A-K 
(approximately) will worship at 8:30 and K-Z will worship at 11:00. Each family will 
receive a color parking pass designating their time for worship. Those who have been 
assigned 8:30 will have a yellow tag and those assigned 11:00 will have a green tag. 
These tags will help our parking attendants and are requested to be used by each family 
each week. We realize we are asking half of you to come much earlier than usual, but it 
is the only way possible for us to accommodate most everyone and still maintain a safe 
social distance in the sanctuary. If you have a legitimate reason for needing to change 
your scheduled time, please contact a deacon and they will work with you. As 
mentioned, the sanctuary seating will be limited to 100, and will be on a first come 
basis. Once we reach the max capacity, others will be escorted downstairs where they 



will be able to watch the service on the large screen in the Fellowship hall. The entrance 
to the church will be locked until 30 minutes prior to each service time to allow for 
setup and cleanup. 

• Upon arrival at the church, you will be directed where to park, and directed to the 
middle building (old sanctuary). This will be the only unlocked entrance into the facility. 
You will be greeted by an usher (wearing a mask for your safety), who will then escort 
you into the sanctuary and direct you to your seat. The Sanctuary will be filled from the 
front to back, every other row, with families separated from others at a minimum of 6 
feet to ensure the safety of everyone. Once seated, you are requested not to get up or 
move around unless absolutely necessary. When the service is over you will be 
dismissed by ushers, row by row, back to front. The usher will instruct you as to which 
door you may safely exit. If a line forms as people are waiting to be seated, we ask that 
you utilize the signs on the hallway floor to help you maintain a safe distance from the 
person/family behind and in front of you.  

• The offering plate will not be passed at this time. Special offering boxes will be located 
at each doorway into the sanctuary and the fellowship hall so you may give on your way 
in or out of the service. 

• Restrooms are still available; we simply ask that you wait in the foyer if the facility is 
already being utilized and of course use proper hygiene by washing your hands.  

• Hand sanitizer will be readily available throughout the facility. We ask that everyone 
sanitize their hands before entering. 

• There will not be a staffed nursery available. Parents may take their child in the nursery 
if need be, but we ask that you practice social distancing. 

• There will be no on-site Sunday School. Sunday School classes will continue to utilize 
Zoom and each class will determine the most convenient time to meet each week. 

• There will be no on-site Navigators children’s ministry at this time.  
• Bulletins will not be distributed but will be available electronically each week on our 

website.  
• The sanctuary and fellowship hall will be sanitized between each service, including 

pews, chairs, carpet, bathrooms, door handles, etc.  
• Wednesday night Bible study will resume in the sanctuary each week at 7pm. The same 

protocol outlined above will be in practice. 

As you can tell, things will be different for a while, but we believe these changes are in the best 
interest of all our church members. We need your help to cooperate if this is going to be 
successful. Shaking hands and hugging are not acceptable. If one person within our church 
family gets sick, worse case it could be fatal, or it could result in a small outbreak putting 
everyone at risk, causing us all to miss out on gathering for weeks. So, help us help you by doing 



your part to abide by the procedures we have in place. If you feel as though you will be unable 
to do so, we request that you utilize our online option. COVID-19 may not seem to be a great 
threat to some of you but to others it is a huge threat and if/when they venture out to church, 
they are trusting us all to do our part to love and protect one another. 

What do we do in the unfortunate case that someone in our fellowship or church family 
contracts the virus? Once again, we are depending upon you for transparency and honesty in 
communicating to us so that we can respond proactively and hopefully protect others. Below is 
our plan if this occurs. 

 

If a Church Member tests positive: 

• The Member is requested to notify a deacon immediately, who will be assigned 
responsibility for their case. 

• The deacon will immediately notify the pastor and other deacons, who will 
notify the church body so they can do social tracing to determine their risk of 
infection and begin to more closely monitor their own health. 

• Both during the treatment period, and for an additional 14 days after medical 
release, the infected member and any of their family members who have been 
in recent contact with them will be required to stay away from the church 
premises.  

• The affected church member must present the deacon assigned to their case 
with proof of two negative tests within a 48 hour period, and confirm that it has 
been at least 10 days since they have experienced any COVID-19 related 
symptoms (fever, cough, shortness of breath, etc.) prior to returning to church.  

 
If a Family Member of a Church Member tests positive: 

• Church member reports a positive case of COVID-19 within their family to one 
of the deacons, who will be assigned to their case. A family member is defined 
as someone that lives in the same house or is in close proximity on a regular 
basis. 

• The deacon will immediately notify the pastor and other deacons, who will notify 
the church body so they can do social tracing to determine their risk of infection 
and begin to more closely monitor their own health. 

• Any family members of the person in question that attends Antioch will be 
required to stay away from the church premises for 14 days.  



• Once the 14-day self-quarantine period is complete, if the member has shown 
no sign of illness, he/she will notify the deacon assigned to their case, and 
once this information is confirmed, the pastor and other deacons will be 
notified, and the member will be welcomed back onto the church campus. 

Please know that we value your privacy, but for the sake of others, we ask that you 
sacrifice your privacy for the good of everyone and be upfront if you or one of your 
family members has contracted the virus. Be advised, if there are multiple cases within 
our church and our extended family, church leaders will work in close cooperation with 
the health department to determine if and for how long we will need to close our facility. 
We understand the potential danger of this virus which is why we are going to such 
great lengths to protect each and everyone of you. But our efforts are only as effective 
as your compliance and cooperation. We will get through this one day, but in the 
meantime, let’s do our best to celebrate the freedom we have to gather together, even if 
it is different, let’s do so patiently, faithfully and joyfully, knowing the best is yet to come! 

May God’s grace and protection be upon you! 

Pastor Joey      

        


