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Answers Bible Curriculum was developed to pres-
ent the gospel, beginning in Genesis, to all genera-
tions; to train believers to know, obey, and defend 
God’s Word; and to encourage believers to become 
conformed to the image of Christ.

Certain principles guided our writers, editors, 
and reviewers as we developed Answers Bible 
Curriculum. These principles are reflected in the 
teaching, activities, and illustrations presented 
throughout the curriculum. 

• We can trust all of God’s Word beginning in 
Genesis.

• God’s attributes are displayed throughout 
the Bible.

• The Bible presents true history.

• We must carefully and accurately interpret 
the Bible. 

• God’s plan of redemption is woven throughout 
Scripture.

• We must be ready to give a defense for what we 
believe.

• We are to live in light of what the Bible teaches.

Answers Bible Curriculum is a 200-lesson 
curriculum that covers the entire Bible, from 
Genesis to Revelation, in chronological fashion. The 
first 120 lessons survey the Old Testament, and the 
final 80 lessons survey the New Testament. Where 
appropriate, lessons include apologetics material 
confirming the accuracy of the biblical record, as 
well as historical background and life application.

• 200-lesson, four-year curriculum (50 lessons per 
year); but take as long as you need to complete it

• Available in six age levels: Pre-K–1, Grades 2–3, 
Grades 4–5, Middle School, High School, Adult

• Chronological Bible teaching for all levels

• Synchronized lessons—all ages study the same 
scriptures each week

Order online at AnswersBibleCurriculum.com
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Sharing the Real Jesus
Jesus’ resurrection shows that he’s the Son of God.

Lesson Focus
Many religions say that Jesus was a good teacher or a prophet, but this belief 
ignores the deity of Christ and his role as the promised Savior. When talking 
to people of other religions, we must explain who Jesus is, according to the 
Bible, and the importance of belief in his death and resurrection to have 
eternal life.

Key Passages
Matthew 3:16–17; John 20:26–28; Ephesians 2:8–9; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 John 3:5

Objectives
Students will be able to:

• Use God’s Word to counter Muslim beliefs about Jesus.

• Identify the importance of Jesus’ death and resurrection for salvation.

Memory Verse
1 Peter 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might 
die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.

Easter
2A
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Lesson Preparation

CCome On In
Choose a Come On In activity and print/gather necessary items.

 � Memory Verse Basket  � Easter Event Matchup

MMemory Verse
Print the Memory Verse Poster.

Choose a Memory Verse Game and print/gather necessary items. 

 � Egg Hunt  � Scrambled Eggs

AStudying God’s Word
Print the following:

 � One Class Notes for each 
student. Keep the answer key 
for your use.

 � Two copies of the Christian-
Muslim Scenes, one for you 
and an assistant.

 � One Lesson Poster.
 � One set of Illustrations.

Bring tape or poster putty.

Optional: Bring additional pictures of religious buildings (churches, 
temples, mosques, monasteries, shrines, etc.) printed from the internet to 
show in the Introduction.

LReview Game—Egg Roll
Print one copy of the Review Questions.

Bring the following:

 � Plastic Easter eggs, one per 
team

 � Construction paper

 � Marker
 � Masking tape

GGo to Prayer
Dear God, thank you for your Word, which we know is true. Give me and 
my students a desire to share the gospel with people of other religions. 
May we show grace, love, and truth to those around us so that we’ll have 
opportunities to discuss our faith. Help my students see that your Word 
has the answers we need. Protect them from the lies of the world and false 
religions that twist your Word. May they repent of their sins and trust in 
Jesus alone for salvation.

We recommend the 
following order for 
churches using a large 
group/small group 
format:

Large Group
Studying God’s Word

Group Prayer

Small Group
Come On In

Memory Verse

Review Game 

Optional Activity

Take Home Sheet
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Optional Supplements
Hands-On Activities
Do these activities when you think best—before, during, or after the lesson.

• Jelly Bean Bingo

Students will use jelly beans to mark answers to questions from the lesson and see 
who reaches Bingo first! 

• Coloring Sheet

Students will color as you review today’s lesson with them. 

• Justin and Jessie Story—Fixing Mr. Feester’s Flowers

When Justin works hard to pay for his dog's mistake, it reminds his neighbor of 
something he learned in church long ago. 

PowerPoint
You may want to use the PowerPoint presentation to enhance your teaching. Before 
opening the slides, be sure to download and install the fonts provided.

Notes
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Prepare to Share 
Scriptural Background

Prepare to teach by preparing your heart. Read 
the key passages for this lesson along with this 
background.

All of the New Testament tells the message of 
Easter. In fact, the entire Bible, beginning in Gene-
sis, points to the death, burial, and resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The Old Testament records 
the history of the world, showing how the first 
man’s rebellion against God’s command brought 
into this world death, suffering, and separation 
from God (Genesis 3:14–19). We see the results all 
around us. All of Adam’s descendants are sinful 
from conception (Psalm 51:5) and have themselves 
entered into this rebellion (sin). They, therefore, 
cannot live with a holy God but are condemned to 
separation from God. The Bible says that “all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 
3:23) and that all are therefore subject to “eternal 
destruction, away from the presence of the Lord” 
(2 Thessalonians 1:9).

But the good news is that from the beginning 
God had a plan to redeem mankind. God’s holiness 
and justice require that a penalty be paid for our 

sins. That penalty is death. Until that penalty is paid, 
God cannot forgive and have a relationship with sin-
ners (Hebrews 9:22). The Jewish sacrificial system in 
the Old Testament was merely a picture of what the 
Messiah would do. “It is impossible for the blood of 
bulls and goats to take away sins” (Hebrews 10:4). 
As Jews offered animal sacrifices to God, they were 
saved by faith in the God who would offer up for 
them the ultimate sacrifice in the person of Christ.

We celebrate Good Friday as the day that Jesus 
was crucified. On that dreadful and wonderful day, 
Jesus took our sins to the cross. He died as a sacrifice 
for our sins so that we can be forgiven. He not only 
took our death but conquered it with life. Jesus rose 
from the grave on the third day after he was cruci-
fied. He showed that he had power over sin, death, 
and the devil. This is why we celebrate Easter. Jesus’ 
bodily resurrection demonstrated his total victory 
over sin and death (Colossians 2:14–15). His resur-
rection proved that he was who he claimed to be. 
Thus, it also proved the truth of the gospel. People 
who deny that Jesus literally, bodily rose from the 
dead also deny the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:17).

Historical/Apologetics Background

All false religions are based on man’s opinions as 
they inadvertently, or sometimes intentionally, ele-
vate man’s autonomous reason to be greater than 
God and the 66 books of his Word. Many religious 
systems and cults openly affirm that the Bible (or 
part of it) is true, but then man’s fallible opinions 
get in the way. In one way or another the Bible gets 
demoted, reinterpreted, or completely ignored. Man’s 
ideas are used to throw the Bible’s clear teaching out 
the window while false teachings are promoted.

In this sense, there are really only two religions: 
God’s religion and man’s religion. There aren’t many 
ways to God; there is one. There aren’t several 
inspired holy texts; there is one Word of God, the 
Bible. God only has one religion, and it is his true 
religion by virtue of it coming from a God who is 
truth (John 14:6). Because Adam and Eve elevated 
their own thoughts to be greater than God’s and ate 
the forbidden fruit, man was thrust into a sin-cursed 
world where sin and death reigned and a Savior was 
necessary to conquer sin and death (Genesis 3:15).

Religious systems like Islam, Judaism, Mormon-
ism, and Jehovah’s Witnesses are called counterfeits 
of Christianity because they borrow from the Word 
of God but distort the truths found therein. They 
claim to use the same scriptures and often use bib-
lical language. This is why it is so important for a 
Christian to know the Bible and to be able to defend 
what it teaches. When speaking with those from 
one of man’s religious systems, we must define our 
terms. A Muslim, Jew, and Jehovah’s Witness will 
agree that they worship the Creator God; a Mormon 
worships the Heavenly Father. But when terms are 
defined, it is clear that none of these systems wor-
ship the God of the Bible.

Biblical Christianity teaches that the triune God 
is the Creator of all things and that Jesus Christ is 
God (John 10:30) and is the only Savior for all of 
humanity (Acts 4:12; John 14:6). This is the only true 
religion. While there may be certain aspects where 
counterfeits agree with Christianity, in one way 
or another, all man-made religions discredit Jesus 
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Christ as Savior. Some claim he wasn’t God; some 
claim he did not die on the cross; others say he did 
not rise from the grave. 

It is important for all Christians to be certain that 
our beliefs about Jesus accurately reflect biblical truth 
so that we are not deceived—and so that we can intro-
duce him to others. Jesus was human because he was 
born of a woman (Galatians 4:4–5), and he was God 
himself, Creator of the world he came to save (Colos-
sians 1:15–19). He died on the cross (Matthew 27:32–
50) to reconcile God and man, acting as a mediator 
(Hebrews 9:15). Because he is God, he was sinless and 
his sacrifice had infinite value. Because he was man, 
he could represent us and die in our place. But he 
didn’t stay dead. Jesus rose from the grave on the third 
day (Matthew 28:5–6) and appeared to the disciples, 

proving that he had literally, physically risen from the 
dead (Luke 24:39).

Salvation is only possible through the substitu-
tionary atonement of Jesus on the cross and his resur-
rection. Individuals receive salvation by repentance 
and faith in Jesus’ work on their behalf. Works have 
no merit for salvation; salvation is a gift received by 
God’s grace alone. Eternal punishment in hell awaits 
those who die in their sins, while eternal joyful exis-
tence with God awaits those who receive salvation. 
The gospel is found only in the work of God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord and his work on the cross for 
our sin. Let us share the good news that has brought 
us salvation with all those who are following man-
made religions. And let us do it to the praise of the 
glory of God’s grace.
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CCome On In
As students arrive, direct them to the activity you chose for today.

MMemory Verse
Practice the memory verse using the Memory Verse Poster and a memory verse 
game.

1 Peter 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 
wounds you have been healed.

AStudying God’s Word
Introduction

 ? Who can tell me what we celebrate at Easter? Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.

That’s right. If Jesus had not risen from the dead, we would not be 
worshipping in church today. There would be no such thing as a 
Christian church.

Let’s begin today’s lesson by thinking about places of worship. Christian 
worship buildings are called churches. Show Illustration #1 and attach to the 
wall or board. As we look at these other pictures, think about how these 
places of worship are different from Christian churches. Hold up each 
illustration and attach it to the wall, including any additional pictures you brought. 

 ? Let students point out the correct illustrations as you ask the following questions. 
Can you tell which picture is a Jewish synagogue? #2. Which one do you 
think is a Buddhist temple? #3. Can you tell which building is a Mormon 
temple? #4. And which one is a mosque? #5.

 ? Are the people who worship in these other buildings Christians? No.

Right. These other pictures show worship buildings used by people of 
different religions.

 ? What is a religion? How would you describe it? Allow answers.

Religion is a system of beliefs and the ways people worship according to 
those beliefs. For example, we believe God wants us to pray only to him, 
so we do not pray to idols. The way we worship and obey God has to do 
with what we believe about him.

 ? The Christian religion is called Christianity. Where do you think 
Christianity got its name? Allow guesses.

Here’s a hint. Write the words Christian and Christianity on the board. Circle 
“Christ” in both words. 

PSlide #1

 ➤ After all the 
students arrive, pray 
with them before 
beginning the lesson.

PSlide #2

 ➤ Don’t forget! 
Review the Optional 
Supplements and 
determine where you 
can use them. 

 ➤ Have the Illustrations 
and tape or poster 
putty ready.

PSlides #8–9

Religion: a 
system of beliefs 
and worship

PSlides #3–7
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 ? What shorter word do you see in both of these words? Christ. 

Right. A Christian is someone who has turned from their sin, has put 
their trust in Jesus Christ to forgive their sins, and now follows him in 
obedience. 

 ? What do you think is the main difference between Christianity and 
other religions? Other religions don’t believe in whom as their Savior? 
Jesus Christ.

That’s right. Many people of other religions agree that Jesus was a real 
person who lived in Israel about 2,000 years ago. Some even believe that 
he was a great teacher and prophet who did miracles. But they don’t 
believe that Jesus is God or that he died on the cross for our sins and 
then rose from the dead. Isn’t it sad that so many people don’t know who 
Jesus really is?

Christians know the truth. We know the real Jesus, and God wants us 
to share him with others. It can be hard to talk about Jesus with people 
of different religions. But if we know a little of what they believe about 
him, and if we know the right Bible verses to show them, we can help 
them understand who Jesus is. Easter is a wonderful time to learn how 
we can tell others about him.

Islam and Salvation
Refer to the mosque illustration (#5) on the board. We pointed out the picture 
of a mosque earlier. People who worship in a mosque are called Muslims, 
and their religion is called Islam.

 ? How many of you have heard of Islam or Muslims? Raise your hand. 
Show of hands.

Islam is the second-largest religion in the world after Christianity, so you 
may already know a Muslim or may meet one sometime. Today, we’re 
going to learn how we can tell a Muslim about Jesus.

Assign each pair or small group of students one of the scripture references on the 
Class Notes. As we talk about some things Muslims believe, we’ll check 
God’s Word to see if their beliefs are right or wrong. Whenever we talk 
with someone who has different beliefs, it is important to know what 
the Bible says. People’s ideas can be wrong, so we must go to God’s Word 
to find the truth. 

Let’s imagine a Christian and a Muslim are talking to each other. Listen 
for things the Muslim believes and think about how the Christian 
answers. Here’s the first one. Read Scene #1 with your assistant.

 ? What is the name of the false god of Islam? Allah.

 ? What is the name of Islam’s holy book? The Quran.

 ➤ Pass out the Class 
Notes.

 ➤ Have the Christian-
Muslim Scenes ready.
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Right. Muslims believe the Quran, not the Bible. When they talk about 
God, they mean Allah from the Quran, not the true God we learn about 
in the Bible. Allah is very different from the one true God.

 ? What is the name of Allah’s prophet? Muhammad.

Muhammad is the founder of Islam. He lived about 600 years after Jesus’ 
death. Muslims believe Muhammad is Allah’s greatest prophet, and they 
try to follow his teachings.

 ? How do Muslims think they can reach paradise, or heaven—by doing 
what? Good works.

Muslims can never be sure they will go to heaven. They follow the laws 
in the Quran, which tell them how to live and worship, then they hope 
that Allah will let them come into paradise.

 ? Do you remember what the Christian said about this belief? Allow answers.

Ephesians 2:8–9

 ? Let’s see what the Bible says about working to get to heaven. Who has 
Ephesians 2:8–9? Choose readers.

 ? These verses say that we are saved by what? Grace through faith.

 ? Is there anything we can do to save ourselves? No.

The Bible says, “This is not your own doing.” There is nothing we can 
do to earn our way to heaven. No one can boast or take credit for their 
salvation. It isn’t like working hard in school and earning good grades. It 
is a gift of God and does not happen because of our good works. 

 ? How many of you have ever received a gift from your mom or dad? 
Maybe even an Easter gift. Raise your hand. Show of hands. 

 ? Did you have to pay for that gift? Did your mom say, “Here’s your gift, now 
you owe me 10 dollars”? Or did she give it to you for free? Allow answers. 

When we give gifts, we don’t expect the person to pay us back, right? 
It’s the same with grace. God doesn’t expect us to pay him back—there’s 
no way we could anyhow. But even though we haven’t done anything to 
deserve his forgiveness and salvation, God gives it to us as a gift when 
we have faith in what Jesus has done for us. 

 ? Does that mean we shouldn’t bother to do good things then? No. 

After we’ve been saved, we will want to do good works because we love 
and follow Jesus. But doing these things will not save us.

Look at your Class Notes now. First, we’ll read what a Muslim believes. 
Then we’ll use the Bible verses on the other side of the chart to fill in the 
blank. 

 ? Who will read #1 for us? Choose a reader. Grace. Have students complete #1.

PSlide #10

PSlide #11
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In this next scene, the Christian shares a verse from the Bible. See if it 
sounds familiar to you. Read Scene #2.

 ? Does the Muslim believe he can be forgiven of sin in this life? No. 

1 Peter 2:24

 ? Who has the verse he talked about in the scene? Choose a reader.

Does it sound familiar? This is our memory verse! Let’s read it together 
again from the poster. Read the verse together.

 ? Where does it say Jesus bore our sins? In his body on the tree.

 ? What tree is this talking about? The cross.

The cross is sometimes called a tree because it was made from wood.

 ? Because Jesus died on the cross, we can die to what? Sin. 

 ? And we can live to what? Righteousness.

Dying to sin means we can be forgiven and healed from the curse of sin 
and death. When we repent (turn away from sin and turn to God) and 
believe that Jesus died for us, we can become children of God. He helps 
us live in righteousness, which means living the right way to please him.

 ? Who will read and fill in the blank for #2 on the Class Notes? Choose a 
reader. Forgiven. Have students complete #2.

Islam and the Person of Jesus
Here’s the next scene between a Christian and a Muslim. Read Scene #3.

 ? What do Muslims believe about Jesus? They say he was a great what? 
Prophet.

So, Muslims do believe that Jesus was a real person. But they think he 
came only to teach and do miracles.

 ? What did the Christian say about that belief? Allow answers. 

1 John 3:5

 ? Let’s read the verse the Christian was talking about. Who has 1 John 3:5? 
Choose a reader.

 ? Jesus appeared, or came to earth, in order to do what? Take away sins.

Although Jesus taught many people and worked many miracles, he came 
in order to save us from our sins. Jesus willingly died on the cross to take 
the punishment for the sin of all people. It’s clear that he was not just a 
human prophet who performed miracles.

 ? If Jesus had only been a prophet or a good person, as Muslims believe, 
could he have died for our sins? No.

PSlide #12

PSlide #13

PSlide #14
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 ? Only a perfect person who never sinned could have died for all people. 
This verse makes it clear that Jesus had no what? Read the verse again if 
necessary, emphasizing the last clause. Sin.

Throughout his whole life, Jesus always did what God wanted him to do. 
He never did anything wrong.

 ? Who will read and fill in the blank for #3 on the Class Notes? Choose a 
reader. Sins. Have students complete #3.

Let’s see what Muslims don’t believe. Listen carefully. Read Scene #4.

 ? What do Muslims not believe about Jesus? He was not God or the Son of God.

 ? What event did the Christian use to show proof that Jesus is God’s Son? 
Jesus’ baptism.

Matthew 3:16–17

 ? Let’s read about that now. Who has Matthew 3:16–17? Choose a reader.

 ? How did the Spirit of God descend, or come down, upon him? Like a dove.

 ? Who do you think was the voice from heaven? God the Father.

 ? What did the Father in heaven call Jesus? His beloved Son.

These verses show all three persons of the Trinity: God the Father 
speaking from heaven, God the Holy Spirit descending like a dove, and 
God the Son—Jesus—being baptized on earth. When God the Father 
spoke aloud, he made it clear that Jesus is his Son.

Muslims do not believe in the Trinity. They believe that Allah is the only 
true god and that there is no Son of God or Holy Spirit.

 ? Let’s look at #4 on the Class Notes. Who will read the Muslim belief and 
fill in the blank? Choose a reader. Son. Have students complete #4.

The Bible proves that Jesus was the sinless Son of God and not just a 
great prophet or miracle-worker, as Muslims believe.

Islam and Jesus’ Death and Resurrection
Time for the last scene. In this one, listen for what Muslims believe 
about Jesus’ death and resurrection. Read Scene #5.

We agree that crucifixion on a cross was a horrible, shameful way to die. 
It was used by the Romans to put criminals to death.

 ? But do Muslims believe that Jesus died on the cross? No.

 ? Muslims believe that Jesus did not die at all but was taken where 
without dying? Straight to heaven.

 ? But if Jesus had not died, then he could not have done what? Risen from 
the dead.

PSlide #15

PSlide #16

PSlide #17
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 ? In this last scene, what did the Christian give as proof that Jesus rose 
from the dead? His disciples and many others saw him.

John 20:26–28

 ? Let’s read about one of those times when his disciples saw him. Who has 
John 20:26–28? Choose readers.

 ? What was amazing about the way Jesus appeared in the room? The doors 
were locked.

Thomas hadn’t been with the disciples when Jesus appeared to them the 
first time. When the others told Thomas that Jesus was alive, he didn’t 
believe them.

 ? What did Jesus show Thomas so that he would believe it was really 
Jesus? The wounds on his hands and side.

 ? What did Thomas say when he saw those marks from Jesus’ death on the 
cross? “My Lord and my God!”

Show the Lesson Poster. As soon as Thomas saw the proof of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection, he knew that Jesus is really the Son of God. We, 
too, must believe that Jesus is God if we want to be saved. We need to 
trust that Jesus took the punishment for sin on the cross and that he 
conquered death by rising to life again. 

This is what makes Christianity different. People of other religions have 
faith in men who have died. Our faith is in the Son of God who died and 
came back to life.

 ? Let’s finish the Class Notes. Who will read and fill in the blank for #5? 
Choose a reader. Risen. Have students complete #5.

Application
Refer to the Lesson Poster. The disciples saw the risen Jesus and knew that 
he was the Son of God. After Jesus went back to heaven, his followers 
shared the good news of his death and resurrection with many people. 
Jesus wants us to tell others about him, too, including people of 
other religions. 

Let’s practice how you might do that. I’ll pretend to be someone your 
age who is asking you questions about what Christians believe. Use 
what you learned today to give a good answer. After you read each 
question, call on one or two students to answer. Give hints as needed. Correct any 
misunderstandings.

 ? “I have to keep doing good things so I can go to heaven. Is that what 
Christians do?” The Bible says we won’t get to heaven by doing good things. We 
are saved by grace. If we trust in Jesus, we will go to heaven when we die. 

PSlides #18–19

PSlide #20

PSlide #21

PSlide #22
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 ? “Wasn’t Jesus just a man? How can he save you from your sins?” The Bible 
says Jesus came to take away our sins by dying on the cross. Jesus was God’s Son 
and he had no sin. He took the punishment we deserve when he died. When we 
believe in him, we can be forgiven and have eternal life. Students might also quote 
1 Peter 2:24.

 ? “Why do you think Jesus is the Son of God?” When Jesus was baptized, God 
spoke from heaven and called Jesus his Son. Only God’s Son could come back to 
life. No other person has ever done that.

 ? Here’s one last question someone might ask you: “How can you believe 
that Jesus died and came back to life?” People saw him die on the cross, and 
many others saw him after he rose again. He showed the disciples the wounds 
in his hands and side. Thomas didn’t believe it at first, but when he saw him, he 
knew Jesus had risen.

Easter is a great time to think about sharing Jesus’ resurrection with 
others because that is what we’re celebrating! You could use what we 
learned from the Bible today to talk about Jesus with anyone, not just a 
Muslim. Some people really don’t know why we’re celebrating. You could 
share the real Jesus with them by telling them what Easter is about!

GGroup Prayer Time
Be sure to pray with your students and take requests if time allows.

• Thank God for sending Jesus to be our Savior.

• Ask God for boldness to share the Easter message with others.

LReview Game—Egg Roll
We encourage you to play the following review game.

Materials

Review Questions

Plastic Easter eggs, one per team

Construction paper

Marker

Masking tape

Instructions

Print one copy of the Review Questions. Write different numbers as point values 
(e.g., 2, 5, 10, 20) on each piece of construction paper. Adjust the number of 
papers based on your class size and room space. For an extra challenge, you may 
include one smaller piece of paper with a higher point value or mark it as 50 
points plus an extra turn.

 ➤ Pass out the Student 
Take Home Sheets 
and remind students 
to practice the 
memory verse this 
week.
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Scatter the papers on the floor then use masking tape to mark a start line across 
from the papers. Divide the class into teams and have them line up behind the 
start line. Give the first student on each team an egg. Ask the first student on 
one team a review question. If he gives the correct answer, have him roll his egg 
toward the papers. Whatever paper it stops on will show the points he earns for 
his team. If the egg misses the papers, he may roll one more time to try to earn 
points. If the egg misses again, award one point to the team. Have the student 
retrieve his egg and give it to the next teammate in line. Keep track of team 
scores or have a student/assistant do it. If a student gives an incorrect answer, he 
should go to the end of the line (or allow him to roll the egg without the points 
counting). Ask the same question to the other team. If correct, he may roll his egg. 
If incorrect, give the answer and repeat that question later. Continue taking turns 
until all the questions have been answered or until all students have had at least 
one turn to roll the egg. The team with the most points at the end wins. 
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